123

the year under review and plans for a similar school in Bombay under
the auspices of the Bombay Presidency Infant Welfare Society are
well on the way to completion. A feature of the year was that
economic conditions forced women from the middle and lower classes
to turn in increasing numbers to midwifery as a profession and a
means of livelihood. This is all to the good both because it means
the gradual replacement of the old indigenous type of midwife by a
superior one and because it ensures that a larger quantity of skilled
assistance will be available. The Bureau's efforts and tenacity of
purpose are being rewarded by a slow but steady improvement in the
health of children in India; but there is still a great deal to be done,
chiefly because it is so difficult to persuade the majority of parents
of the superiority of prevention to cure.

During 1934, the St. John Ambulance Association and the St. St. Joim
John Ambulance Brigade Overseas, two branches of the Venerable Association.
Order of the Hospital of St. John of Jerusalem, which work in close
collaboration with the Indian Red Cross Society, continued their
useful and humane activities.   The object of the Association is to
train men, women and children in all walks of life in the art of
rendering first aid and in home nursing, hygiene, sanitation and
cognate subjects; while the Brigade's purpose is to mobilise the
personnel trained by the Association into a band of skilled, drilled
and uniformed workers for duty during public fairs, festivals, sports
meetings and the like and on occasions of national emergency, such
as floods and earthquakes.   The Association conducted   the   usual
courses of training for both adults and children, at which 37,417
persons, representing a diversified field, received instruction.   The
biennial all-India competition, which is designed to stimulate interest
in training, was held in Calcutta and, as usual, proved a great success.
At the end of the year, the Brigade consisted of 59 Ambulance
Divisions, 12 Nursing Divisions, 9 Cadet Ambulance Divisions and
6 Cadet Nursing Divisions.   This  marked   an   increase  over   the
previous year's strength  and represented  a total membership of
2,466 organised into 5  districts,  each in charge  of an Assistant
Commissioner,   with   headquarters   at  Lahore,   Bombay,   Calcutta,
Madras and Mysore.   The outstanding event of the year was the
institution of a Voluntary Aid Department scheme for members of
the Nursing Divisions with the object of providing a reserve of